
Notes for teachers and parents
The mining industry - once a major source of employment for East Midland communities is 
one of many trades that used banner art to express their beliefs using symbolism, words and 
recognisable images. 

This worksheet is based on a local heritage research project by Mine2minds education. We hope 
that it will be used to engage young students so they might consider our industrial heritage, our 
landscape and the need for cleaner, more sustainable forms of energy production. The challenge 
of our competition is to produce a banner that looks beyond coal. 

Many former colliery sites have since been developed as country parks. Today, our landscape is 
populated with wind-turbines instead of pit chimneys. Vehicles are increasingly electric and our 
lives are dominated by digital technology. These are the kind of images we might see in a banner 
that represents a greener, post-industrial world.

How to enter
Mine2minds’ Beyond Coal art competition is open to students of all ages.  Take a picture of 
completed artwork with a mobile phone and email it to create@thinkamigo.com (we accept digital 
artwork too!). Don’t forget to include the name and age of the entrant and contact details for your 
school or college. Feel free to share this worksheet with other teachers, parents and students. We 
will choose winners from each of four age ranges (Key-stages 1 to 4) on Monday, June 26th 2021. 
Winners will be notified by email and an overall winner will receive a framed poster based on their 
design plus a copy of our ‘Banners and Beyond’ Booklet. We’ll share the best designs in our online 
gallery. Artwork will also be shown at the ‘Century of Change’ schools event at Mansfield Museum 
on July 14th July 2021.



Banner art competition

People have used banners to express themselves for hundreds of years. Miners for example, 
used to parade with banners showing words and pictures about their towns and villages, the 
places they worked, the tools they used, the sports they played, their history and people. 

We want you to draw, paint, use pictures or a computer to design your own banner for the 
world we live in today. You can do this using this worksheet or by making a banner any size 
you like, the choice is yours!

Decorate your banner with pictures of anything from wind turbines to solar panels. You can 
even include pictures of your family, heroes and celebrities. For your chance to win this 
competition, your parent, teacher or guardian will send us a picture of your artwork. We’d love 
to see lots of great-looking banners.

Some banners show people playing sports, or people from local stories like Robin Hood.



Old coal mining wheels and chimneys have been replaced with giant wind turbines.

The Mansfield banner from 1951 has two sides. It shows train-trucks, steam ships and power 
stations on one side, and food, drink, light and heat on the other. The worksheet is based on 

this banner so you can colour-in and add your own words and pictures.
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